
PHIL COGS 450/550: Philosophy of Mind (Perception)

University of Arizona, Fall 2015
Tuesday/Thursday 2:00–3:15 pm, Harvill Bldg, Rm 428

Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday 3:15–4:30pm, Social Sciences Bldg, Rm 216D
Instructor: Dr. Oisín Deery

Course description

In this course, we consider the human sensory modalities: seeing, hearing, touching, tasting,
and smelling. How many senses are there? How many could there be? What makes one
sense different from another? How do different senses interrelate with each other? How do
the senses extract perceptual content from receptoral information? What sorts of objects
do we perceive? Can multiple senses perceive a single event? Is perception influenced by
cognition? Is there a sharp distinction to be made between perception and cognition? Does
perception guide action? Is there a sense of agency?

Assessment & Policies

Requirements for PHIL COGS 450

• Short blurbs posted to “Blurbs” segment of course website by 6pm the evening before
class, every fourth class when your group’s turn comes up. (20% of course grade)

• Questions posted to “Assigned Questions” segment of course website by 6pm the evening
before class, every fourth class when your group’s turn comes up (20%)

• Term paper, max. 1500 words (20%)

• Take-home midterm exam (20%)

• Take-home final exam (20%)

Requirements for PHIL COGS 550

• Short blurbs posted to “Blurbs” segment of course website by 6pm the evening before
class, every fourth class when your group’s turn comes up. (10% of course grade)

• Questions posted to “Assigned Questions” segment of course website by 6pm the evening
before class, every fourth class when your group’s turn comes up (10%)

• Take-home midterm exam (20%)

• Term paper, max. 3000 words (60%)
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Attendance

All holidays or special events observed by organized religions will be honored for those stu-
dents who show affiliation with that particular religion. Absences pre-approved by the UA
Dean of Students (or Dean’s designee) will be honored.

Accommodations

If you are eligible for accommodations for this course, contact the Disability Resource Center
(DRC) or the S.A.L.T. center as soon as possible. So that I can help with accommodations,
please provide me with a letter from the DRC or the S.A.L.T. Center as soon as possible.

Expected Classroom Behavior

Please be respectful of your classmates and of me. In particular, do not create disturbances in
the classroom by sleeping, allowing your cell phone to ring, etc., during class. You should also
be aware that the University has a policy against threatening behavior. You should familiarize
yourself with the policy, so that you will know what constitutes threatening behavior. The
policy can be found at the following URL:
http://policy.web.arizona.edu/~policy/threaten.shtml

Plagiarism/Cheating

I will treat any violation of the Code of Academic Integrity as a very serious offense. You
are welcome to study with your classmates. You should also feel free to get help from anyone
you know who can help you. However, you may not collaborate at all, in any way, on the
exams or the term paper. You must also clearly cite any sources you use in your work for
this course. If you cheat, you will fail this class, and may also be recommended for academic
suspension, or even expulsion from the university. I will prosecute a violation of the code of
academic integrity even if it is only relatively minor, and minimally I will recommend failure
in the course. If you have any doubts about what counts as cheating, please check with me
in advance. Also, please review the University’s Code of Academic Integrity online at:
http://dos.web.arizona.edu/uapolicies/cai1.html

Syllabus Revisions

This syllabus is subject to revision. Changes will be announced in class and on the course
website. It is your responsibility to be informed of such changes, even if you miss a day of
class.

http://policy.web.arizona.edu/~policy/threaten.shtml
http://dos.web.arizona.edu/uapolicies/cai1.html
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Groups for Posting Blurbs and Questions

Students are divided into the following four posting groups, by first letter of last name:

Group A: A–G

Group B: H–M

Group C: N–R

Group D: S–Z

Each group will send a blurb contribution to the course “Blurbs” site once every 4 class
sessions, as indicated on the schedule below. These are to be posted no later than 6 pm on
the day before class.

Each student will send a question contribution to the course “Assigned Questions” site once
every 4 class sessions, as indicated on the schedule below. These are to be posted no later
than 6 pm on the day before class.

Contribution Guidelines for Blurbs

Give some brief thoughts about or reactions to the assigned reading for the given class session.
E.g., worries or objections you have about the author’s position, claims the author makes
that you find problematic, wider issues you think the text points to, etc. Make each blog
contribution succinct, aiming for about 100–150 words. It should never be longer than 300
words.

Contribution Guidelines for Assigned Questions

Pose three questions, concerning the assigned reading for the given class session. E.g., specific
claims or arguments or ideas in the text that you would like to see explained or clarified.
E.g., general discussion-questions that you think would be good for us to pursue in class
discussion.

Required Texts

[*] Perception and Its Modalities, Stokes, Matthen, and Biggs (eds.), OUP, 2014.
[†] Articles posted on the D2L course website.

Readings and Assignments

Part 1: Introduction

Aug 25 Overview of syllabus

Aug 27 [†] “Perception,” Casey O’Callaghan. [Blurb Group A, Question Group C.
Hereafter: (A,C)]
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Part 2: Individuating the Senses

Sep 1 [†] Excerpt from On the Soul (De Anima), Aristotle. (B,D)

Sep 3 [†] “Aristotle on Demarcating the Five Senses,” Richard Sorabji. (C,A)

Sep 8 [†] “Some Remarks About the Senses,” H. P. Grice. (D,B)

Sep 10 [†] “Distinguishing the Senses,” J. W. Roxbee Cox. (A,C)

Sep 15 [†] “The Senses of Martians” C. A. J. Coady. (B,D)

Sep 17 [†] “The Senses,” John Heil. (C,A)

Sep 22 [†] “Characterizing the Senses,” Mark Leon. (D,B)

Sep 24 [†] “Categorizing the Senses,” Norton Nelkin. (A,C)

Sep 29 [†] “Sight and Touch,” Michael Martin. (B,D)

Oct 1 [†] “Making Sense of the Senses: Individuating Modalities in Humans and
Other Animals,” Brian L. Keeley. (C,A)

Part 3: Perception and Its Modalities

New Models of Perception

Oct 6 [*] “Perceiving as Predicting,” Andy Clarke. (D,B)

Oct 8 [*] “Active Perception and the Representation of Space,” Mohan Matthen.
(A,C)

Oct 13 [*] “Distinguishing Top-Down from Bottom-Up Effects,” Nicholas Shea.
(B,D)

Multimodal Perception

Oct 15 [*] “Is Consciousness Multisensory?” Charles Spence and Tim Bayne. (C,A)

Take-home Midterm Due

Oct 20 [*] “Not All Perceptual Experience is Modality Specific,” Casey O’Callaghan.
(D,B)

Oct 22 [*] “Is Audio-Visual Experience Amodal or Crossmodal?” Matthew Nudds.
(A,C)
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The Non-Visual Senses

Oct 27 [*] “What Counts as Touch?” Matthew Fulkerson. (B,D)

Oct 29 [*] “Olfactory Objects,” Clare Batty. (C,A)

Nov 3 [*] “Confusing Tastes and Flavors,” Charles Spence, Malika Auvray, and
Barry Smith. (D,B)

Sensing Ourselves

Nov 5 [*] “Inner Sense,” Vincent Picciuto and Peter Carruthers. (A,C)

Relating the Modalities

Nov 10 [*] “Morphing Senses,” Erik Myin, Ed Cooke, and Karim Zahidi (B,D)

Nov 12 [*] “A Methodological Molyneux Question: Sensory Substitution, Plasticity,
and the Unification of Perceptual Theory,” Mazviita Chirimuuta and Mark
Paterson. (C,A)

Nov 17 [*] “Distinguishing the Commonsense Senses,” Roberto Casati, Jerome Dokic,
and Francois Le Corre. (D,B)

Part 4: The Limits of Perception

Perception and Action

Nov 19 [†] “Visual Experience and Motor Action: Are the Bonds Too Tight?” Andy
Clarke. (A,C)

Nov 24 [†] “Conscious Action/Zombie Action,” Joshua Shepherd. (B,D)

Term paper due in my box by 4:00pm

Nov 26 Thanksgiving break

Perception and the Experience of Agency

Dec 1 [†] “The Sense of Agency,” Tim Bayne. (C,A)

Dec 3 [†] “Why People Believe in Indeterminist Free Will,” Oisín Deery. (D,B)

Dec 10 Take-home Final Exam Due


